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No. 26(1)/2014, «udl.
Government of India
Ministry =f Law & Justice
Department of Legal Affairs
Judicial Section

New Delhi the 1* October, 2015

kg
OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Sub: Revision of fee payable to various categories of Central Government
counsel. - - 2

In partial modification to this Department’s various OMs'issued from time to time,
the undersigned is directed to convey approval of Competent Authority for the revision of
the fee structure applicable to Government counsels of all the categories with immediate
effect as per the details given below:-

(A)

The Fee structure applicable to Group ‘A’ ‘B’ and ‘C’ panel Counsel in Supreme

Court:-
SI.No. | item 2" .uork Revised fee Revised fee
Group ‘A’ Group ‘B’& ‘C’ Panel
Faael Counsel
Counsel

X13,500/-per

X 9,000/- per case per

- [ All Regular Appeals and defended Writ
Petitions(for final hearing) case perday | day
2. All defended Admission matters (SLP/TP | X 9,000-per X 4,500/-per case per
and writ petitions & other misc. matters | case per day day
for admission) '
3 Settling of pleadings X5,250/- per | —--
case
4. Appearance in Miscellaneous X4,500/-per | —--
Applications case
5. Conference X 900/- per -
conference
6. Out of Head quarter % 13,500/- % 9,000/- daily fee for
daily fee for | the days of his absence
the days . f from HQ.
his abser 1 e
from HQ
7 Conveyance charges for performing local | % 1, 500/- % 1,500/-
journey while outside Headquarter.
8. Clerkage o NIL NIL
. 9 Drafting SLP/Counter Affidavit/Rejoinder | . * 3,000/- per case
5= etc.
10. Drawing Written Submission ® 3,000/- per case
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Drafting or Appearance in Miscellaneous

X 3,000/-per case

Applications
th

th

(including mentioning of
e case/Caveat/Clearance/obtaining.r
€ number and taking date for hearing)

oy All other. terms and conditions applicable to Group ‘A’, ‘B’ and 'C’ Panel Counsel in
Preme Court in the pre-revised OM No. 21(04)/1999-Jud|. dated 24.09.1999 read with

oM l'\lo. 21(05)/ 2011-Jud. dated 01.10.2011 shall continue to remain applicable unless
specifically revoked/revised.

The Fee structure applicable to Assistant Solicitors General of various High
Courts, Central Government Standing Counsel of Delhi High Court (CGSC), Senior Central

Government Standin Counsel (Sr. CGSC) of various Benches of CAT and Senior Panel
Counsels in various High Courts/ CAT Benches (excluding the High Courts of Bombay and

Calcutta) as per the following rates:-

Sl. Item of work Revised fee
No.
1 :
Retainer Fee of:- % 9000/- per month. .
Assistant Solicitor General of various High
Courts, Central Government Standing Counsel
of Delhi High Court (CGSC) and, Senior Central
Government Standing Counsel. (Sr. CGSC) of
various Benches of CAT .
2 Suits, Writ Petitions and Appeals, including oral | % 9000/- per case per day of
Applications for Leave to Appeal to Supreme effective hearing in case of non-
Court in Writ Petitions. effective hearing X 1500/- per day
subject to a maximum of 5 hearinL
3, Application for Leave to Appeal to Supreme X 3000/- per case
Court in Writ Petitions.
4. Settling pleadings X 3000/- per case
N Miscellaneous Application % 3000/- per case L
6. Conference R 900/- per conference subject to:-
(i) for setting nleadings- one
conference. |
(ii) In respect of hearing of Writ
matters, Suits, appeals and
Supreme courts leave applications
etc- Three conference (Maximum)
T Miscellaneous and out of pocket expenses As per actual to the satisfaction of )
4 the administrative Ministry/
i ar : Department,
NGt

All other terms and condition applicable to Senior Panel Counsels in various High Courts/ CAT
Benches (excluding the High Courts of Bombay and Calcutta in to this Department’s, OM No.
24(2)/99-Judl.,OM No. 26(1)/99-Judl., OM No. 25(3)/99-Judl., and OM No. 26(2)/99-Judl., all
dated 24.09.99, read with O No. 26(1)/2005-Judl. dated 31.01.2008 and OM No. 26(1)/2011-
Judl., dated 01.10.2011, shall continue to remain aoolicable unless specifically revoked/revised.



F.NC.33(1)/2000~-Judl .
covernment of India
Ministry of Law, Justice & CO. Affairs
pepartment of Legal affairs
Judiciasl secticn

PRI

New Delhi, the 1ith septempber ,2000

OFFICE MEMCRANDUM

Subject t Revision of fee payable to Senior Counsel /Central
Government Standing Counsel in varicus High Courts
-~ Clarifications reg.

-« v & )

The undersigned s directed to rafzv o this Department's
O.M. NOw. 24(2)/99-Juél., 0.M, ¥2.26(1)/99-Judl., O.M.

No.26(2) /99-Judl. and O.M. 90.25(3)/99-cudl., &ll dated

24th September, 1999 regording Tawisien cof fee payable to

Senior Counsel/Centrzl Covernpent Scanalng Counsel in pelnd

High Court, varicus Hici. Couwrts, Karnatcka high Court and

Mads == High Court respectiwely end to state that certain doubts
newe beun raised by sore departments. The doubts have been
examined bv the Zoyverrment ~nd the following decisions have

been taken -

1. Pxoforina bParty s~

ittt St ey i —

2

party zu’ no instructionz from the cencerned department
are given to the Counsei and the Counsel continues to
‘apweer in the matter, the Counsel is entitled to :
‘wl/3z4 €2e. Fvon if such a case is disposed of at
admission stage, the Counsel is entitled to 1/3rd fee,
- w .

(ii) 1In such cases where the Administrative Department
informs the Counsel/concerned Litigetion Section not

to coeptest =2 ~agse on thelr beh2lf, then the Counsel
is not entitled to any fee.

\\(i) {= = case whers Union of India is only a proforma

45 Cases disposed of at the admission stage (where the
Department iz on? of the main respondents) i-

(L) whzre the cuse is disposed of or dismissed at the
admission stage ard the Department has no notice of
the case and no Instructions are given to the Counsel,
the Counsel may be paida 1/8rd fee, ; :
(1i) 1In such a case where the Department has notice of
the case and instructlons are givern to theé Ccounsel
and/or some reply 15 also filed and the Counsel gcts
the case dispesea of/dicmigsed at the edmission Stage,
the Counsel may be paia full fee., .
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In identicel cases where more than 10 crer s are
involved 1= Zone

where more than ten identical = cases * are invelved,
groups of ten cases each mey be made treating one =
case in each group as the main case and the other nine
cases inech group as connected cases and pay tle zee
to the Counsel as per term XIII-10 of the tezms and
conditions of engagement of Counsel of Delhi High Court
and other similar terms of engagement of Counsel in
various High Courts.

Misc./out of pocket expenses i~

In para 2(d) of tiis Lepartment's O.N, Nes.26(1) /99-Judl .- »
24(2) /99-Judl. and 26!2)/v9-Judl. cdated 24th September,
1999, it is clzarly ctzted that misc./out of pocket
expenses whll B2 berre by the Ministry/Department on
whose behals the Coursel condusts the case in the
concerncAd fomre. As regards ceiling, it may be stated
tnet the Counsel is to be reimpursed the actual
expenses incurrad,. Such expeisss are to be raid to the
Counsel by the concerned Department to th@dr Gwn
se€isfaction. For this purpcse, if need be, the
Counses). can e reduested to furnish the details of the
misc. expensss incurred. The other course could be
+h=t he misc. experses are directly borrne by the
concerncd Departmert 9o chat the pecessity to reimburse
the misc. aupenses to {Cvernment Counsel does not
arise. T7he amisc. expeérnses are in additidn to the
élerksge .

Refresher fee -

-~

The terms ard conditions provide that if in & cose,
hesring on & Wril Petition goes on for mere than
three days, an additional fee of Rs.375/450.00 per day
(not exceeding three in number) may be paid by way
of refresher fee. From the above wording., it follows
that refresher fee is to be paid when hearing on a
case is continuously held for more than three
consecutive deys., In other werds, if ncarings in

che case are held on different dates, the Counsel is
not entitled to refresher fee. To put it more
clearly, i1t may be stated thet if hecring in & case
is held continuously for four duys, the Counsel is
entitled to one day's .refresher fee, if the hexring
is held .continuously for five days, the Counsel is

essvsnedf=



1
entitled to two days' refresher fee, if the he ring ?n
& case goes on for six days continucusiy, tho Couns.2
is entitled to three days' refresher fe. .

Mis¢. Applications :1-

Terms and conditions provide for a fee of Rs.300/- ‘
per petiticn in Civil Misc. .Petitiops, Foerme Pouperis,
Transfer Petitions and cther Civil Misc.pstitions/
applications nct otherwisé provided for. It is
clarifjed that for drefting and conducting Misc.
Applicaticns e.g. stay application, applicetion gor
exemption from filing certified ccpies, condonation

of delay, esrly hearing and urgent application, the
Counsel is entitled to rRs.300/- per anplicaticn.

bDaily fee for ceing cut of headyuarters a2nd appearance
fee i~ ' '

e

Sometimes doubts are raised as to whether daily fee is
in addition to the eppesrance fee or it inc udes
appearcénce fee. It is, asreby, clarified that the
daily fee is tc be paid in addition to the appearznce
fee.

Regulaticn fees i~

Terms and conditions of engagement of Counsel in
various Figh Courts provide that in original suits

andg Civil ‘.presls fram cdecrees in original suits and
procecedigs (except under Articles 226 and 227 of the
Constitution) - 2nd 2Ac-peal, LPA (other than those
menticned in Item (i) of the schedule of fee) and

Land &cquisition appeals in the High Courts, the
Counsel will be paid regulation fee. It is, hereby,
clarified that the regulation fee is the fee prescribed
ir the concerned High Court Rules for such items.

In respect of 8enior Ppanel Counsel :=-

Effective and non-effective heerings 3=

Thqugh‘the terms and cond’tions define effeccive and
g:u-:é;ective hearings, these may further be claxificd
2 U Y -

4 If the matter is called in its turn end the Counsel
-8 preSent to represent the Lepartment and the Court
listens to the submissions made by him, ¢r by other

s
00.00..4"“’



side or by koth and if thereafter the Cowrt &cicur

the matter, that will be an eff._ctive hearing be<auje
the case in any event is to ke aa;ournfd after hearfing
from time to time till it is finzll, disposed cfl.
Further the effective hearing shoulc ot re imte. roted
to mean final heard ng because final heiring tolkes
place only once and not from time to time .

If a case is mentioned and adjcurned(which means
the Counsel has not to wait till the metter is cealled
in its turn) and if the Court gives only directions
and if the Court delivers judgement, they will not be
effective hearings.

2

Ministrv of Enviormment -r< Forests, etc. c.¢ reduested
to bring these decisions/clcrlficetions to the notice of all
concerned.

o~

P4
( DsR. MEENA )
Joint Secretary & Legal &dviser to the Government of Indic

Copy to s~

s All Ministries/uerartments to the Government of India.

die All Serior C.C.S.C./28ditione)l C.G.8.C. in Delhi kigh
Court and wariocusd Hich Courts.

8. All seuoxr C. G.5.C./hGCitional C.G.S.6. in Karnataka
}r. cﬁ Couvrt/Madras High Court.

4, L2 LEILTL GeledeCoshtGitional Cabel«C. In CEl, Delhl,

e l“vRGICVI Branch Secretarists - Mumbai, Calcutta,
Bangelore & Madras.

6. Incharge, Litigation {(i1C) Section.

Tia Incazrge, Central hozncy Section.

8, Centrel aAgepcy -Section, Litigetion (HC) Section.

g, Guard File, Judicia2l Sectinn {(with 10 s/copies).

0] 0L, sSecticn for hindi translctxun.(’““

\\
K/D‘.R. MEENA )

Joint Secretary & Legal hdviser to the Government of India




